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interest and enthusiasm sufficiently enough for it to 
have	been	a	satisfying	“career.”		More	importantly,	it	
has	been	God’s	way	of		keeping	me	near	to	my	cen-
tral	monastic	vocation,	 to	 theological	 and	personal	
lectio,	 to	 the	vibrant	center	of		 the	church’s	pastoral	
life, despite the vacillations, fidelities, and failures of  
my	own	spiritual	journey.	I	do	not	think	that	teaching	
Beowulf,	Shakespeare,	Keats,	O’Connor,	or	Heming-
way would have been, for me, as grace-filled. Still, I 
have	been	distanced	enough	 from	 the	work	 that	 it	





my	 letter	 to	Bill	Cahoy	telling	him	of		my	 intent	to	




to theology in the Catholic academy (ground-
ed	 in	 history,	 the	 fathers,	 the	monastic	 ethos	
and	without	 being	 beholden	 to	 any	 theologi-
cal	‘school’)	especially	over	the	past	more	than	
25 years, as the official Catholic Church moved 
and	 continues	 to	 move	 further	 and	 further	
away,	 in	 fact	 if		not	 in	 rhetoric,	 from	 the	 rich	
promise	 of		 Vatican	 II.	 Its	 retrograde	moves,	
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